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Building a Creative Commonwealth 

 
The Jerusalem church of Acts had this testimony…”neither was there any among them that 
lacked.”  The coming New Jerusalem city churches will have this testimony: Not only will 
there be no lack...but there will be an overflowing abundance. How? Key re-
organization...the Creative Commonwealth. 
 
There is something amazing that happens when you bring creative people together...over a 
cup of coffee!  That was the idea behind Stewart Lee Allen’s hilarious book “The Devils 
Cup:  Coffee, The Driving Force in History.” 
 
In 1652 there was one coffee house in London.  In 1700 there were over 2000.  In those 
days alcohol was big. Average person drank 3 liters of beer a day. One third of England’s 
farmland was used to grow barley for beer and one in seven buildings was a tavern.  When 
men got together they drank themselves into a stupor. 
 
Then coffee arrived.  People gathered in coffee shops. Coffee was a stimulant.  Out of those 
coffee shops came the beginnings of great enterprises.  At Turk’s Head Coffeehouse came 
the first ballot box where men could express their opinions anonymously.  At Lloyd’s 
Coffeehouse the first  insurance company started, Lloyd’s of London.  At Baltic Coffee-
house the London Shipping Exchange started. At Jerusalem Café the East India Company 
was started.  There were no offices in those days.  The coffee houses partitioned areas off 
with curtains for these enterprises.  The arts and sciences had their coffeehouses.  Isaac 
Newton hung out at the Grecian Coffeehouse; Will’s café was the place for writers like 
Jonathan Swift and Alexander Pope and painters gathered at Old Slaughter’s. 
 
As cafes became more specialized people wanted to keep current as to what was going on 
but could not be at all of them so Richard Steele started the first weekly paper called The 
Tatler where he had what he called “reporters” from the various coffeehouses write reports 
of the week’s gossip. London’s second oldest newspaper was Lloyd’s News which began as 
a bulletin board at Lloyd’s Coffeehouse. 
 
Instead of drunken men wasting their lives pamphleteers of the time wrote that “coffee and 
commonwealth came together to make a free and sober nation.”  Coffeehouses had made 
civilized conversation into a means for men to get serious and sober and get down to busi-
ness.    
 
Now lets turn to a different meeting and a different Spirit….the Jerusalem church in the 
book of Acts 4:31-34 
“...and when the were assembled together they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and they 
spake the word of God with boldness.  And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and one soul neither said any of them that ought of their things which they pos-
sessed was his own but they had all things in common….and great grace was upon them 
all neither was there any among them that lacked…” 



Here are three important strategic concepts for the prosperity of God’s people and the 
growth of the church that is actually working in the world today but lacking in the church” 
 
1) Bring people together in a Creative Commonwealth so that each person’s gifts and abili-
ties can be utilized for the benefit of all. 
 
2) Create a “storehouse” or a commons which can hold the creative output of what happens 
after creative people come together in common purpose. 
 
3) The output of such a creative commons is always greater than the sum of each individual 
person’s input….which gives effect to the miracle that Jesus described as “give and it shall 
be given to you pressed down together and running over shall men give unto you.” 
 
Let me give show you some drawings of how this works in life out there and what we as a 
church can learn from this… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When many people bring their money into a common financial storehouse then much more 
can get done in a society than if each person kept his money hidden at home in a safe. 
 
An Educational Storehouse 
 
When many people bring their children together to one place where their children can be 
educated then more gets done than if each person tries to educate their children on their 
own. 
 
Government Storehouse 
 
When citizens of a nation covenant together over a constitution and say we are going to 
hand executive power to a government over the land and each contribute our taxes for the 
upkeep of the nation and all the work of police, justice, protection, law, education, infra-
structure etc….we are all better off with a government than without one.  Here in South Af-
rica our government requires one third of the national income to do their job.  (personally I 
think they are doing a poor job for all that money!). 
 
Now here is the important thing to remember: 
 
Each ‘storehouse” has a set of rules by which it operates. 
Each storehouse is established on the recognized basis that when we work together we get 
more done than when each works alone. 
 
In London in the Lloyds Coffeehouse they realized that if each puts his money together they 
can insure the risks of ships and other risky ventures….as scripture says “bear one another’s 
burdens.”  

Your finances get 
deposited in a 
bank or financial 
institution 

Financial Storehouse 
Gathers money from many 
people and offers return and 
services for that deposit. 

Makes investments 
into new business, 
loans, housing, capi-
tal goods, factories, 
pensions, etc 



In the Jerusalem Café they started the idea of a company….and called it the East India Com-
pany.  The idea was that there are some great tasks in life that require more money and re-
sources than what one man can do and if lots of people put their money together to share the 
risks and the rewards of profit then great tasks with potential for great rewards can be ac-
complished. 
 
By the way “company” comes from two Latin words “cum” = together and “panis” = 
“bread”  You get the idea of breaking bread together. 
 
But it is not just bringing money together.  The modern networked economy has created a 
wonderful new “commonwealth of commons” by bringing people together… 
 
AirBnb got the great idea of bringing people who have a spare room in their house together 
with tourists who want cheaper accommodation than expensive hotels. Last year their reve-
nue was $100 billion...and they don’t own any “rooms”! 
 
Uber got the great idea of bringing people with cars together with those who need a ride. 
 
Amazon got the great idea of putting together people who make things with people who 
want to buy those things directly without the expensive overheads of shops and display 
shelves and sales personnel. 
 
And then there these wonderful creative commons where there is no money involved just 
lots of people doing things for absolutely free…. 
 
Wikipedia says lets all work on a common international free encyclopedia. What is remark-
able is how many thousands of experts in their own field make the time and effort to write 
articles of great knowledge for free. 
 
Google gives away so many great things from free, from search engine to email to maps to 
Youtube. 
 
Facebook has put 2 billion people together all over the world...for free. 
 
And they are all making money because of what Jesus said will happen…”give and it shall 
be given unto you”. 
 
Now back to the New Jerusalem…. 
 
In our series so far I have been sharing with you that if we are to rebuild the waste places 
and disciple nations into the Kingdom then the critical next step is the city church that each 
can be described as a multitude of New Jerusalem’s.  
 
The big problem we are facing in the 21st century is that all those great storehouses that 
were created out of the Coffeehouses of the 17th century,,,, the corporations, the banks, the 
insurance houses, the great storehouses that came out of the 19th century the schools, the 
universities, the social welfare systems, the representative government of democracy and 
rule of law….all those great storehouses that created prosperity and freedom….they are fal-
ling apart. 



Coffee sobered up a generation of drunks in taverns of London but who is going to get this 
generation of big shot business execs and artists off of their heroin, meth, and cocaine hab-
its?  Who is going to get the new generation of young people off their pot smoking that is 
dulling their brains and taking away their creativity and drive?  Who is going to get them off 
of their electronic plug in drug of video games and porn? 
 
There is no coffee cure for what ails the world. 
 
Then there are the rules of the game for each of the storehouses of the world.  Whether it is 
the financial storehouses or government or education or the arts or entertainment….forget 
the rules and regulations of the past….there are no rules any more.  Everyone is gaming the 
system.  Everyone is in it for themselves.  Everyone is into take more than you give. 
 
Here is the crisis and opportunity for the church…. 
 
I don’t know about you but I don’t like working with sinners.  I don’t like doing business 
with them.  I don’t like their “what have you done for me lately” attitude, I don’t like their 
take as much and give as little attitude. 
 
The best time of my life have been working with fellow Christians.  There is joy and fellow-
ship and camaraderie and give attitude. 
 
I don’t like to work in the world’s ’storehouse” space.  I don’t like the rules by which they 
run their organizations. 
 
In the New Jerusalem storehouse there are two rules….love God with all your heart and love 
your neighbour as yourself.  That is the kind of people I want to be around and that is the 
environment I want to work in.  So why are we not there yet? 
 
The problem is that we have not had our London 1652 Coffeehouse moment.  That was the 
moment that men sobered up and said I don’t like the way this place is run “what if we ….” 
and that discussion over a cup of sobering coffee and you start the conversation with “what 
if we….”. 
 
The completion of that sentence is “what if we got together and ….” and fill in the blank.  
What if we got together with other’s of like minded as we are and start insuring cargo’s and 
ships or start a company to trade in the world or start up a newspaper or what ever it is that 
we don’t like how things are run this how we can do it better. 
 
Then over the next cup of coffee comes the discussion of Ok, we are going to do this but 
now lets draw up the rules and regulations as how we are going to conduct ourselves. 
 
This is the new discussion that we as a church needs to have….not in a coffee shop but in 
the upper room of the New Jerusalem church where the Spirit is falling and all are filled 
with the Holy Spirit and we start hearing the agenda of the Kingdom from the Lord and then 
we start with “what if we ….” 
And we start bringing people and resources together and  we  lay down the rules of the op-
eration...this is for the Lord and His Kingdom and we operate by God’s rules.  It’s not one 
guy thinking how much he is going to make...it what can we do to lift all our people out of 
poverty, how can we bless all our family of God, how can everyone participate.  



The Creative Commons of the New Jerusalem Church 
 
This is where we need to start seeing the enormous potential we the people of God have 
above all others. 
 
We are better at organizing than others.  We are better at motivating others.  We are better at 
working together than the world.  We have more potential for creative interaction and crea-
tive thinking than the world system because we are filled with the Spirit of God. 
 
So why are we not succeeding in making things happen? 
 
Because we have not been good at creating storehouses where the giftings of God’s people 
can be brought together to create a space for creative work and a place where we can set the 
rules and where we can bring our talents. 
 
The English industrial and scientific revolution was birthed in coffeehouses of London.  
That was the only place that people could meet. 
 
We Christians have more potential meeting places than anyone else.  But what is on the 
agenda when we meet.  Always but always the agenda is one person talks, the rest listen and 
then we sing and then we go home.  And Monday we are in the meeting grounds of the cor-
porate sector having to work by their rules, building their agenda, while government edu-
cates our children badly while taking a third of the nations income and providing no real se-
curity or infrastructure and we deposit our hard earned money to banking and financial insti-
tutions when I am positive we could have invested our own money in our own storehouses 
for better returns. 
 
Last week I told you about the 144,000 and the new Apostolic companies coming that will 
extend the walls of the New Jerusalem. 
 
This is what our new Apostolic companies must do...create new Creative Commonwealth 
structures where we the people of God can come tighter to discuss under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit a host of “what if we …..” issues. 
 
What if we had leaders who brought us together for the purpose of planning new store-
houses where we can bring our children for a Godly education or financial storehouses that 
can invest our finances in our own companies or media and entertainment that suits our val-
ues. 
 
Can you imagine the power of Holy Spirit inspired creative sessions when groups come to-
gether for the purposes of planning new ventures for the Kingdom of God?  Let me tell you 
what is not working in the church….all this preaching about what you and Jesus alone can 
do out there in the world, usually told with great enthusiasm by the new type of “life 
coaches” as preachers.  Yes we must be a witness to the world where we are placed….but 
that world is also falling apart.  Don’t kid your self about the “prosperity gospel”.  The only 
way we as a church are going to prosper...all of us...is all of us together in new structures 
built on Kingdom principles. Which at the end of the day is a greater witness to the world of 
the power and glory of God than our individual voice. 
 
Hang in there folks it’s coming….. 


